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November 18, 2016 
 
Dear Parent(s),  
 
As we transition to Standards-Based Reporting, we want to continue to provide communication regarding 
changes in what we are assessing and reporting and what you see on the report card and in Skyward.  We will 
include up-to-date information with each report card this year. 
 
Yearlong Grading Periods 

An embedded feature of using SBG is a focus on student growth over time. Therefore, our grading period is now 
yearlong.  This means that the grades are not “re-set” after the tri-mester.  This will be true for the subjects 
reported in SBG and the ones that are reported in the traditional manner.   
 
Full SBG or Math-only SBG 

This is a transition year for us and we are still learning best practices associated with the use of Standards-Based 
Grading.  Our teachers had the option of going full SBG, or just focusing on math this year.  In addition, the only 
area class (art, music, PE, IMC) that is using SBG is art.  The remaining information in this note refers only to the 
SBG portion of the report card if your child’s classroom is not full SBG.   
 
What is included in the report? 

On your child’s report card you will see ratings for all subject strands that have been adequately assessed.  A 
rating for a subject strand will appear after skills within that strand have been assessed at least 4 times.  A strand 
is a grouping of similar skills within a subject area.  Not all strands will be reported in the 1st tri-mester, but by the 
end of the year, all strands will be reported.  You will also see a rating for process skills in any subject that is 
being reported as a Standards-Based grade.  These process skill ratings provide information about your child’s 
learner characteristics.  They are divided into two areas: Positive Interactions with Adults and Peers, and Positive 
Work Habits. 
 
Family Access View 

When viewing your child’s grade book on Family Access, you will notice that you can see the ratings for subject 
strands, but also for specific skills.  This provides you with even more detailed information about the specific skills 
that your child has been working on.  Please note that Standards-Based grading is very individualized.  At times, 
teachers will be taking assessments while students are working in small groups or when teachers are engaged in 
re-teaching with specific students.  When teachers enter these ratings into Skyward, the event will show in every 
student’s grade book, but only the students who were assessed for that event will have scores.  When you see an 
asterisk (*) instead of a rating, it does not mean that your child did not complete an assignment.  It most likely 
indicates that your child was not assessed at that time.  If students are not completing assignments or 
assessments, you would hear from a teacher. 
 
Important note regarding the ELA ratings 

As you look at your child’s ELA ratings, it is important to note that the first strand listed indicates the reading level 
of the student in relation to what is expected for that grade level.  The strand is called Reads and Comprehends 
Grade Level Text.  A student with a 1 is reading well below grade level, a student with a 2 is approaching grade 
level, a student with a 3 is reading at grade level, and a student with a 4 is reading well above grade level.  The 
remaining reading strands are rated based on how well the student demonstrates the skills in a text that is at their 
instructional level.  This means that if a student is reading below grade level, they are being assessed on the skills 
using a book that is below grade level.  
   

mailto:district@unit5.org

